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Confusion reigns over Ohio primary 


Rick Rouan The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


It was uncertain Monday evening 
whether Election Day in Ohio would be 
held today as scheduled. 

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine and Secre- 
tary of State Frank LaRose had recom- 
mended earlier Monday that polls not 
opened as scheduled at 6:30 a.m. today. 
They recommended that Election Day 


be delayed until June 2 because of CO- 
VID-19 fears. 

However, in early evening, Franklin 
County Common Pleas Court Judge Frye 
rejected a lawsuit requesting the delay, 
meaning the election was still on. But 
an appeal was possible later Monday, 
meaning elections workers and voters 
across Ohio were thrown into confusion. 

In a further complication, a candi- 
date in a contested Republican primary 


for Wood County Common Pleas Court 
filed an action in the Ohio Supreme 
Court alleging the delay of the primary 
would violate election laws. 

Corey Speweik of Bowling Green 
filed the case against the Wood County 
Board of Elections and LaRose, argu- 
ing a “judicial fiat” could not change the 
election date. 

The high court had not acted on his 
request as of early evening. 


Former Ohio Department of Aging 
Director Judith Brachman was the plain- 
tiff in the Franklin County lawsuit that 
sought a court order delaying the election. 
The state did not oppose that, obviously. 

Brachman, 81, told The Dispatch that 
she wanted to ensure that elderly vot- 
ers don’t have to make a choice between 
their health and voting. 


See PRIMARY, Page A4 


Schools helping the hungry 


near paan ——— 


Alexus Benvenutti, a cook at South High School, hands a lunch of pepperoni pizza, salad, an apple and milk to fifth grader 
Amata Combs-Fuller, 10, during a grab-and-go meal pickup Monday at the Columbus school. [JOSHUA A. BICKEL/DISPATCH] 


Alissa Widman Neese 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The lunch hour at South High School 
was eerily silent Monday. 

Cook Alexus Benvenutti was pre- 
pared for a flood of hungry families, 
she said from behind a face mask. She 
stacked foam containers and sorted 
plastic-wrapped green apples with 
gloved hands. The smell of pepperoni 
pizza wafted through the empty cafete- 
ria, and there were plenty of hand sani- 
tizer dispensers on hand. 

After an hour, though, just a few 


THE CURRENT PRICE-TO-COMPARE ON 


AEP# 


AEP Ohio 


0.0542 


price per KWh* 


VolunteerEnergy 


*0.0499 


CD-0006246424-04 


As of Monday afternoon, 35 states had 
closed their public schools, according 
to an analysis by Education Week. 
Combined with districts in other 
states, at least 35.9 million students 
have been impacted nationwide — and 
that number is only expected to grow. 


families had trickled in for the free 
grab-and-go lunches. Columbus City 
Schools offered them to not only its 
students affected by schools shutting 
down Monday to prevent the spread of 


the novel coronavirus, but to anyone 
age 18 or younger. 

In total, Columbus City Schools 
served 837 breakfasts and 1,103 lunch- 
es on Monday. Every student in the 
50,000-student has the option of re- 
ceiving those meals each day school is 
in session. 

Benvenutti said she expects demand 
for the service, which offers free break- 
fast and lunch for kids at 14 sites across 
the city, will pick up in the coming days. 

And for those who did come Mon- 
day, it offered some relief. 


See SCHOOLS, Page A6 


Gyms, rec 
centers 
latest to 
be closed 


Max Filby and Mike Wagner 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


More gathering places will close 
due to the coronavirus outbreak and 
Tuesday’s primary election is to be 
delayed following action by Gov. Mike 
DeWine’s office on Monday. 

Those new developments came as 
the U.S. economy shuddered to a halt, 
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Closings hit 
vulnerable 
workers 


the hardest 


Jim Weiker and Mark Ferenchik 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


At 9 p.m. Sunday, Jared McCoy 
served the last round of drinks at 
Rafters Beer Pub on the North Side, 
launching a frightening and unprec- 
edented period for him and other low- 
wage workers across the state. 

McCoy is among tens of thousands 
of Ohio workers who will lose most or 
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Lower your electricity cost with Central Ohio-based Volunteer Energy. For a limited time, we're offering 
one of our lowest residential electricity rates ever — just °0.0499 per kWh, and your rate will stay the same 
through May 2022. That’s lower than AEP Ohio's current Price-to-Compare of *0.0542 per kWh and their past 


36 month average.” 


Don’t spend a dime more when you don't have to! Volunteer Energy has hundreds of thousands of customers 
across Ohio. When you choose this rate offer, AEP Ohio will remain your utility, and will continue to send your 
monthly bill and make all service calls. 
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Biden makes it clear Where is Brady going? 


If former VP is nominee, he'll 
have female running mate, A5. 


Perhaps the greatest QB ever is the 
mystery man of NFL free agency, C1. 


